Prof. LoRENTZ, an alumnus of the University of Leyden, was born at Arnheim. He was elected to the chair of theoretical physics in that University in I875, and among his former pupils was Prof. Zeeman. The Nobel prize in physics was allotted to both of them in 1902. Rumford medallist of the Royal Society in 1908, Prof. Lorentz was awarded the Copley medal in 1918. While his researches as a mathematical physicist of the first order have covered many fields of investigation, his principal work has dealt with the theory of electrons and the constitution of matter considered as an electrodynamic problem. In addition to the mixed crystals {rn NaK, n Na(NH 4 )} C,Hp 6 • 4H 2 0, previously examined, optical anomalies of the same kind have now been determined for the series {m KNa, n K(NH,)} C 4 HP 6 . 4Hp and {rn (NH 4 )Na, n (NH,)K} C 4 H 4 0 6 . 4H 2 0. All these crystals are orthorhombic and isomorphous, but when freshly prepared they show crossed dispersion characteristic of monoclinic crystals (borax type). On standing, the crystals show a slow change in the size of the optic axial angles and in the position of the optic axial planes for different colours; and finally, after a lapse of some time, they settle down with all the optic axial planes lying in the plane (roo) or (oro) or in both, giving in the latter case crossed axial-plane dispersion of the orthorhombic (brookite) type. This change is hastened by rise in temperature and retarded by pressure. Sections from the outer and inner portions of the crystals showed a difference, evidently due to the time taken for growth; but in the final state they are identical, suggesting that the crystals are homogeneous. Other isomorphous series of mixed crystals containing only two of the three bases, namely {m Na 2 , n Na(NH 4 )f, {rn (NH 4 ) 2 , n (NH 4 )Na}, {rn Na 2 , n NaK}, and {rn K 2 , n KNa}, showed, in the range of the visible spectrum, the optic axial planes all in one plane, but wifh wide differences in optic axial angle.-G. T. Prior: On the South African meteorites, Vaalbult, Witklip, and Queen's Mercy. The Vaalbult meteoric iron is a very deeply and broadly pitted mass weighing about
